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\ | Torrance will become the business capital of
) ; . the entire South Bay area next year, rounding out

: \its growth as @ major industrial and population ®

* Del Amo Shopping Center
o Y Omeonca |
1406 CRAVENS AVE.—FA 8-2345 10c PER COPY center.

Torrance Will Become Business
. . Will Bring Huge Sales

| Responsible for this achievement of true bal-
rance as an ideal city will be the $40,000,000 Del
|Amo Shopping Center, which will become one of
the largest regional retail developments in the
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DESIGN FOR A BUSINESS CAPITAL—The architect's drawing
shows the future development of the $40,000,000 Del Amo Shop-
ping Center at Hawthorne and Sepulve

‘Building Boom
*in First Quarter

The valuation of new bullding in Torrance in the first three
months of this year'is more than twice as great as it was for the
first of

three months 1957.
“And ever
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He cited the vast Victor Pre.
einet trdct, the zoning determin
ation for which is now pending
before the Planning Commission,

“The problem there” the
Jullding Superintendent said, 15 |
that there are a number of own
ers of land In the tract. Some
would like to see the tract used
for home construction and other
owners would like to have It put
to commercial use.” b |

“But If that area is opetied up
for single family home corigtrucs
tion,” Schlens sald, “why italone
could accommodate 50.000 peo-
ple.”

He pointed out that the trend
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Home Building Declines
For one ng, he said, there
is a definite decline in the num-
ber family dwellings
being bulilt,
“There i

represent,”
thi
gingle

of

much more construc-

tion of multiple residences being
doné now, the Building Super-
Intendent gaid, adding that In
the first three months of this |
year the number of permits

ranted for apartment houses |
qbprmomn an increase of about
100 per eent over the same per- |
fod in 1957. |

Schlens sald he expects this |
trend too—toward more multiple
residence construction—will also
be continued for some time to
eome,

He said he was not surprised |
at the development of this trend. |
“There just simply is not
much land left in the ecity that |

')Hv be user ingle family |
/N

truction,” Schlens
gaqa

away from building of .»xmzlr"i
| family houses is more evident in |
the light of previous vear's fig- |
ures than it is in the figures fot |
the first quarter of this vear.

“The difference between the |
value of 172 permits granted for
gingle residence bullding durtngr
the first three months of 1957 |
and that of 142 permits granted |
for one family homes in the first |
part of this year represents a
decrease of only about 5 per |
cent,” Schlens said. ’

“But In years past the value |
of new home construction repre- |
sented ag much asg 90 per cent of |
all the dollars being spent for |
new huilding

Commercial Building Up

are zoned | "“And this the value of
construe- | new single residence bullding |
represents only about 20 per cent
of all the dollars being spent for
| new construction.” he explained

There I8 more money
spent this vear for commercial
building than Jlast wvear. The
value in this category, in fact, is

(Continued on page two)
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OVES AHEAD—Wor
on the Broadway Department Store, which will anchor the nort
end of the Del Amo Shopping Center. A beautifully landscaped

mall will eonnect it with
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100,000 Pop

Present Figure Is Estimated
at Approximately 97,000

Torrance will have a popula-

tion of 100,000 by August of this |

Year If the city's present rate

of growth continues.

And when that figure I8 reach-
mean this:

That the population here has
in only four yvears;
That it has quadrupled in only

| eight years,

Incredible though this mush-
rooming growth may seem, the
record shows that only 13,160
persons lived here as recently
| as 1048,
| The record shows, too, that
| only five ‘months ago a spe-

clal census revealed the pop-

ulation to he 94,302,

l And according to an.estimate
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also have a great impact on city revenues through sales and
property taxes and will result in the opening and widening of
major highways, changing traffic pattern of the entire area.

i ST NN

other businesses will benefit from the foot-
traffic. In front is the underground tunnel which will be used
for deliveries 50 as not to interfere with shoppers, who will have
6000 parking spaces. ~Press Photo

34 ¥ % &,
south end, while 100

country,

The shopping center, carefully planned and de-
signed, will have even greater significance than
\bringing some of the finest stores to Torrance.

Total effect will be to shower a new source

(of revenue on the city and school administrations
'and to change the entire traffic pattern in the

| South Bay area.

led at $65,000,000.

es which will
school district.

The 85-acre site was s

¢al center of the area
M. Wasson, leasing age
tlusive agents for the

Groundbreaking for the first
store, the Broadway Department
Store, was held December 23,
and with the exception.of de}
caused by rains, work is pro-
gressing on schedule.

The store will have three
floors initially, with provisions
made to add a fourth floor in the
future,

north end of the center, with a
three-story Sears-Roebuck store

end,

A 600-foot mall will econnect

The schedule
Broadway to be

calls for the
completed by

the rest of the 100 stores to be
ready for business in October,
1959,

Designed by Welton Becket,
the noted architect who is fam-
ous for his planning of other out-
country, Del Amo will
tive to businessmen
pers.

The mall will assure all busi-
ness of foot traffic, while trucks
are routed to and from the
stores through an underground
tunnel, which keeps the sprawl-

vehicles,

ter from Carson st.

tion, the tunnel serves the pur-
of debris,

tifully landscaped.

the center will be that not only
will popular - price stores be lo-
oated here but some of the fam-

area, Wasson said.

He pointed out that the devel-
opment is being scrutinized by
leading business firms, and that
his firm will be able to select
the leading merchants in each
field to come to Torrance.

Wasson said that the business
firms expect the addition of
100,000 people to the Palos Ver-
des Penninsula, who will
served by these stores.

In addition; Del Amo is ex-
pected to draw shoppers from
the beach cities, and the area
north, and east, all to the finan-
cial benefit of Torrance.

T'o the east of the hall, a huge
60,00 square foot market, a 20.
000 square feot drug store. a
multi-story office building, two
banks, a bowling alley and other
commercial structures will be de-
veloped,

The office building will be

The city will receive one
in sales tax revenue alone
sponds roughly to nearly one-t
nual budget and does not incl

ays |

|
The Broadway will anchor the |
to be constructed on the south |

the two stores, with other stores |
to be constructed between them. |

February, 1959, while Sears and |

standing shopping centers in the |
feature |
ideas which will make it attrac- |
and shop- |

Besides solving traffic conges- |
pose of keeping the center clear |
The entire center will be beau- ‘

Another outstanding feature of |

ous quality stores will serve this |

be |

The 100 stores to be constructed on the site are
expected to do an annual retail

business estimat-

per cent, or $650,000,
This amount corre-
enth of the city’s an-
ude the property tax«

be received by Torrance and the

potted at the geograph-

it will serve, stated Myron
nt for Coldwell Banker, ex-
property, ;

This will mean that such m
son st., Lomita blvd., Madron
will be widened or opened t
from the Del Amo Shopping
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ajor arteries as Care
a ave. and Anza ave.
o serve traffic to and
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| headquarters for finance. brokers
| age, inSurance, airlines and tour
ist offices as well as for profes.
{ sional services,

Future development of a med-
{ Ieal center on Hawthorne blvd.,
| will be the next step In the de-
velopment ‘program.

"Del Amo Estates ‘is planning
to have this become the business
capital of the entire South Bay
area,” Wasson said. g
| “The Del' Amo Estates owns

250 acres, reminder of a Spanish
| land grant held by the Del Amo
family since 1874, Jaime Del
Amo, scion of the early settlers,
is president of the Del Amo Es-
tates Co.

“I believe Torrance to be the
{ most under-merchandised area in
| Southern California.” Wasson
| said. “With this development, we
| will become the most volume
[ producing shopping ecenter.. It
will be like a vacuum, sucking
in purchasing power.”

ing parking area clear for 6000 |

The tunnel, on which work is |
under way, will gervice the cen- |

Construction of a huge bowi.

ing center, deluxe coffee shop
and a unique restaurant will
[Start in the near future in the
{ Del Amo Shopping Center.
The 48-lane bowling alley, to
 be called the Del Amo Bowl,
will be completed in approxis
mately one vear, its developer,
Harold Gelbar, owner of the
Plush Horse, announced.

It will combine all the latest
facilities designed to please the
sports fans,

A circular restaurant and cock-
tail lounge with the dining area
arranged around a huge fire pit
on a raised level is also planned
| by Gelbar. The second floor of
“The Pit,” ag it will be Kknown,
will be devoted to spacious bane
quet rooms.

The coffee shop will have 110
| seats and feature good service
{and good food.

Court House Building

The civic center became a bee-

hive of activity again, when
ground was broken for the $301,+
{ 000 municipal court house.

The new structure, which will
| provide a court room, offices for
[the district attorney and mar-
| shal, is expected to be completed
| late this year or early in 1950,
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given in a recent release of the ' the 48month pertod from 1954
Torrance Chamber of Commerce, | to 1058, for example, Torrance
the city's population on April 1| became the home of 50,000 new
of this vear stood at approxi | residents.
mately 97,000, |
That means that in the five |
winter months since November
1, when that specifl census was
taken, that the e¢ity's rate of
growth was about 600 new resi-
dents per month,

In other yvears, however, the
rate of growth was faster. In|

That's an average increase
of more than 1000 new resi-
dents per month,

The figures of the two most
recent special censuses—one

showing a population of 82.
241 on July 1, 1956, and the
other a population of 94,302

on November 1, 1957, show an
| increase of nearly 12,000 pers

sons in that 16-month period,
{ That's a population rate in
| Crease averaging nearly 750 per
month.
i At that rate, Torrance’s popu
{lation would take in about 3000
| new residents in the next four
months and the population
would cross the 100,000 mark
| about August 1,

| Here are other figures reveal:

S —

ing the meteoric rise in popula-
tion of the All-American City:
300
1,800
.s v 050
13,160
. 22,201
31,834
44914
.67.459
82,241
94,802
00,000

1920
1940
1947
1950
1952
1953
1 1955
10858
1957
| 1908

R e

SR R R T
B R
AR R R Y
Bl R e )
R T .
e ... e

“-“.‘1

(estimated)




